
1 June 2017 Term 2,   Week 7 

PRINCIPAL 
Mr Matthew Beacroft 

Dear Parents and Friends,  

Building Update 

The building works are continuing at a fast pace and on time at this stage. Across the next week we 
will see: 

 Cabinetry for Prep and Year 1 go into the rooms over this weekend 

 New outside lights and ceiling going up outside Prep and Year 1 

 Work on the new storage shed for the early years be finalised 

 The early years toilets and teacher resource room finalised 

 Painting, doors, windows in our older student’s classes 

 Work on the construction of our new balustrades, landing and stair treads on both staircases 
will continue across next week 

We also thank you for your patience and understanding as we juggle classes and teaching spaces. All 
staff have been so impressed with the adaptability and understanding of all the students. We also 
know that from the short-term pain, moving back into our brand new refurbished rooms will be 
wonderful for our whole community.   

PARENT INVOLVEMENT: 

Open Afternoon 

Our school will be holding an open twilight afternoon on Wednesday June 14th from 4-6pm. On this 
evening our early years classrooms will be open with student activities, nibbles and staff available for 
questions. We would love a few parent volunteers to help serve and talk with prospective parents on 
this night. If you are available between 4-5pm on this night please contact the office to register your 
interest.  

FUNDRAISING FOR FRIDGES: 

As we refurbish the whole school I have received feedback from a number of parents about how 
wonderful the provision of a fridge in a classroom is for variety of lunchbox options. As our current 
fridges are coming to the end of their lives we are fundraising across the year to allow us to put new 
fridges back in all rooms. Next term after construction is completed we will be having a school disco 
and movie night which will also help support our fundraising. Below are some of the options we hope 
you support to allow us to achieve this goal in the near future.   

* Pie Drive 

A note would have gone home to you about our Pie Drive which is fund raising for our wonderful 
school. I know Mr Estreich is looking forward to getting a Beef and Bacon pie but all orders will help 
our school. Please ask for extra order forms for work, friends and neighbours if you require them. All 
enquiries on payment are to be directed to the office.  

* Parent Date Night 

On the first Friday (14th July) of Term 3 the staff of St Mary of the Cross are offering parents a “date 
night” without children. Staff will take care of children for the cost price of $10 per child between the 
hours of 6 - 9:30pm with a movie & activities in the school library. Sibling ages can be negotiated with 
Mr Beacroft over the next couple of weeks.  Children will be able to wear pyjamas and be signed in 
out from the Library. More details will come home in the coming weeks.  

Sport and Cross Country 

It has been wonderful to see the skills and confidence of our students grow as they continue their NRL 
lessons each week at Windsor Park. Thank you to Mrs Marsh for her co-ordination of this programme. 
On our school facebook page we have some wonderful videos of our superstar children in action. 

I look forward to seeing family and friends at our Cross Country tomorrow, Friday June 2nd. The time 
of 9am will remain the same as the venue of Windsor Park.  

Student Attendance 

Coming to school on time and being ready for class when the school bell rings is extremely important. 
Missing the first 5-10 minutes of each day does not allow children to settle and start the day calmly 
and organised. 10 minutes per day is 50 minutes a week and will add up to more than a week of 
missed school each year. Keeping children at home when they are sick is important. Likewise , it is 
also extremely important that students maintain a regular attendance.   TBC…  pg2 
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Principal - CONTINUED 
Mr Matthew Beacroft 

Dear Parents and Caregivers,  

School and Parish Mass 

Thank you to those who attended our school and parish mass last Wednesday. Thank you to the 
students, staff and parishioners who joined with us in thanksgiving for the feast of Australia's patron, 
Mary Help of Christians. We pray for peace with such unrest through recent terror attacks. Mary Help 
of Christians, pray for us. 

There were many comments about how our students were so engaged in singing during the mass and 
that they had obviously been practicing. Their good behaviour and reverence was commented on by 
staff, parents and parishioners. Thank you all for such a wonderful celebration. 

National Reconciliation Week 

This week is National Reconciliation Week. It is a time to acknowledge the injustices done to the 
Stolen Generations and the sadness and damage the events from the past have had on Australia’s 
First Peoples. May we respect their story, their tradition and their culture. It is important that strong 
relationships within our communities are fostered so that we continue to develop respect and unity 
for all people.  

Thank you to our dancers from St Mary of the Cross School led by Aunty Maud for our local Sorry Day 
ceremony last Friday. I would like to pass on a message of appreciation and great pride to our 
students and staff from Mrs Bev Hickey for the students who helped serve, assisted with flowers and 
other tasks and especially for our dancers. Thank you to Mrs Hickey and Noonga Reconciliation Group 
for their support of our school and for organising this special ceremony. 

Lord Jesus Christ, the same, yesterday, today and forever. 

Heal the wounds of our past, bless our pilgrimage towards unity today 
and guide us into your future, when you will be all in all, with the 
Father and the Holy Spirit, forever and ever.   

Amen. 

Have a peaceful week,  

Dean Estreich 
Assistant Principal Religious Education (APRE) 

ACTIVE SCHOOL TRAVEL 
Remember that EVERY 
Friday is now Footloose 
Friday. 

Hair Ties & Clips  

School Hats 

Winter Jumpers & 
Jackets available 

APRE 
Mr Dean Estreich 

Media Safety 

Being a parent is extremely difficult in a period of technological advancement and media exposure 
that we as children just did not have access to. I am aware even with my young son of his capacity to 
use my phone and iPad to access his favourite shows and games.  

I ask all parents to reflect on their own children’s access to the media and the internet. Some 
questions for our thought are below: 

 Where does my child access the internet? 

 How much time is my child spending on a computer? 

 Do I know what my child is watching on the computer/TV? 

 Do I know the classification of the computer game or TV show my child is watching? 

 Does my child have access to Social Media? 

 Does my child use Facebook, Instagram etc? 

Knowing the classification of a TV program or computer game is the easiest way to restrict children’s 
exposure to inappropriate content. Sometimes playing the game, especially online, helps parents 
decide whether the material is suitable for their child. Where possible I am always happy to offer 
advice about games or sites.  

Uniforms 

As the cold weather finally arrives in Brisbane it is important to ensure children have the correct 
winter uniform on that is named. The office has available tracksuit pants, embroidered woolly fleeces 
and sports jackets. Girls are permitted to wear black stockings under their formal uniforms.  

Have a great week, 

Matthew Beacroft 

Principal 
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PASTORAL CARE CORNER 
Sr Anne Cannon 

Dear Parents, 

This is an abridged version of an article that appeared in Kidsmatter.  The full article can be accessed at 
https://www.kidsmatter.edu.au/families/enewsletter.  You can also subscribe to their free monthly 
newsletter.  Communication is a key factor in any relationship, especially those with children. Often when 
listening to children, adults may be distracted by something else, fidget, rehearse what they want to say in 
their head, interject before the child has finished talking/expressing themselves, or have closed body 
language. All of these things can cause misunderstandings and conflict, affect whether children may disclose 
sensitive information again and can damage relationships. Why is active listening important? 
By being active listeners, parents and carers can strengthen their communication and relationships with 
children by demonstrating interest, care and understanding. Some benefits of active listening for 
communication and relationships are: 

 helping children to feel valued, connected, validated and understood 

 building trust and credibility with a child 

 helping clarify a child’s thoughts and feelings 

 avoiding conflict and misunderstandings 

 making it more likely a child will talk to you, express themselves and seek your views in the future 
Skills tips:  
1. Give the child your full attention. This may involve stopping what you are doing (e.g. turning off 

the television, stopping cooking), moving away from a busy place or letting the child know you want 
to listen and will give them your full attention when you finish (e.g. when caring for another child). 
When you are talking to a child and you notice your mind is wandering, bring it back to what the 
child is saying. Prioritising time to listen actively and attend shows a child their feelings are 
important and that you are interested in what they are thinking and feeling. 

2. Use your eyes to listen. Make eye contact and if possible, get down to their level to show them 
you are ready to listen. 

3. Listen carefully to what is being said. Listen to both what the child is saying and their body 
language, without interrupting and avoiding questions that break the child’s train of thought. Focus 
on what the child is saying and the meaning behind it, rather than what you are going to say next. 

4. Use encouragers. Show that you are interested by nodding your head, smiling or making other 
appropriate facial expressions, providing verbal encouragers such as “mmm”, “uh huh” or making 
comments like “I see”, “that sounds hard/tricky/great” to help encourage the child to keep speaking 
and engage in what they said. 

5. Reflect the feeling. After the child has talked about a feeling, thought, experience, etc. use the 
opportunity to respond and gently describe in your own words what you think the child is feeling 
and why. For example, “You seem to be feeling a bit upset about not making the football team”. 
This can help demonstrate empathy (recognising, understanding and respecting the feelings of 
others) and understanding of the child’s feelings and thoughts. 

6. Use pauses and silences. Resisting the temptation to fill silences is important when children are 
trying to think about what else they want to say, as it gives them time to think and respond. 

7. Ask open-ended questions. Open questions (e.g. “What are you concerned about when you go to 
school?”) encourage more detailed responses where children can provide more deep and 
meaningful information. 

8. Summarise. Summarising the child’s main points can demonstrate that you understand what they 
were saying and can allow an opportunity for the child to add something. 

9. Make non-judgemental statements. It is important to refrain from judgement statements, such as 
“You feel scared about silly monsters at night”, that can prevent children from disclosing further 
information. Try to reflect or paraphrase what a child has said, in your own words in a non-
judgemental way, for example “You feel scared about monsters when the lights get turned off”.  

10. Choose words to start a conversation. You can begin active listening by using questions or 
statements such as “You seem to be feeling...about...”, “It looks like you feel...with...”, “You 
sound...at...”, “You seem...because...” An example might be “You’ve been sitting very quietly and 
hugging your teddy bear. It seems like you are feeling sad about something. Would you like to tell 
me about it?”  

Mary MacKillop would say:  “Quiet, calm courage will be much required by each of you.” 
Have a great week, practising ‘quiet calm’ with each child. 
God bless,  
Sr Anne  
School Pastoral Worker 

HEALTHY LUNCHES 

Here are a couple more tips from 
www.healthier.qld.gov.au. Have you checked out this 
site yet? 

SCHOOL AWARDS 

Principal  

Prep  

Yr 1  

Yr 2  

Yr 3/4  

Yr 5/6  

Sr Anne Kathleen  

JUNE 

1st Bonnie 

21st Aiden M 

27th Seamus & Joanne 

30th Kira 

Dominic will join other 
members of the Parish in 
receiving Confirmation on 
Sunday, 4 June.  Let us pray for 
him and his mates over the next 
week.  

https://www.kidsmatter.edu.au/families/enewsletter
https://www.kidsmatter.edu.au/families/role-families/communication


PH:  07 3857 4803 
Fax:  07 3857 5039 
Email: pwindsor@bne.catholic.edu.au 

22 Grafton St, Windsor  Qld  4030  
PO Box 535, Lutwyche  Qld  4030 

Find us and like our Facebook page: 
St Mary of the Cross School Windsor www.stmaryofthecross.qld.edu.au 
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RECIPE OF THE WEEK - BAKED POTATO WEDGES 
These are a healthy option that won’t take quite so long to burn off!  You could also cut 
them into chip size but they won’t take quite so long to cook. 
Ingredients 

 300 g washed potatoes (leave skin on) 

 2 tablespoons olive or canola oil 

 1 teaspoon mixed herbs 

 1 teaspoon chilli powder 

 1/4 cup tomato salsa 
Method 
1. Preheat oven to 250C. Line oven tray with baking paper 
2. Cut each potato in half lengthways and then cut each half into three wedges. 
3. Combine oil, herbs and chilli powder in bowl or plastic bag, toss potato wedges to cover with oil mix. 
4. Place single layer of potato wedges on oven tray. 
5. Bake for ten minutes and turn potatoes over. Reduce temperature to 200C and continue cooking for a further 35 minutes, turning 

potatoes over every 10 minutes. 
6. Remove potatoes from oven when tender and golden brown. Serve with tomato salsa 

MINI VINNIES WINTER APPEAL - from Sr Anne 

Thank you to those who sent food items in yesterday.  I was told the Year One box was ‘bursting to overflowing’.  If you forgot, you can send 
something in tomorrow and we will give you the final tally next week.   
Since last week’s newsletter never eventuated, we will publish the notice that the Mini Vinnies prepared: 
Elderly people need food to be healthy, warm clothes to wear as well as important things like love from their nieces and nephews.  If they 
don’t have enough money for the food and warm clothes, then we can help them.  Our Mother’s Day stall gave them $200 for clothing and 
we need you to bring in TINNED VEGETABLES / FRUIT / MEAT, LONGLIFE MILK, PACKAGED FOOD, eg PASTA and other non-perishable food.  
Please bring it in next WEDNESDAY 31st MAY.  

Thank you from Shelliah, Kym & the Mini Vinnies. 

http://healthier.qld.gov.au/articles/how-to-coat-veggies-in-oil/

